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In order to make a satisfactory diagnosis, it is always necessary to examine a dead pig. Open one that has recently died or kill one that appears about ready to die.
It takes about two and one-half months for the round-worm to reach maturity and it is possible that a pig in the early stages might not show worms in the intestines. This might confuse the examiner and lead him to believe that worms were not the cause of the trouble. When worms are not seen in the intestines, the lungs should be examined. The intestines may be opened with a pair of scissors. If the pig is three or four months old and well advanced in the disease, the worms have had time to reach the intestines on the return trip and to become large enough to be seen easily. Open the intestines from end to end. The worms are white, have pointed ends, and appear to be starched, because they move very stiffly. As many as a hatful of these worms have been taken from the intestines of one pig. One or two worms probably do little harm, but when several dozen are present there is no doubt as to the damage. After slitting the intestines, open the gall-bladder and slice the liver in sections. In cases of heavy infestation with worms, many of them work their way into the liver and bile-ducts. .
Should there be no evidence of the full-grown worms in the intestines or liver, open the chest cavity and examine the lungs. If the pig has a large number of worms in progress through the lungs there may be a pneumonia. The lungs often appear solid and of variegated color. The lower portions may feel like liver and a piece of it will sink to the bottom of a pail of water. This is a sure indication of pneumonia. If the lung is not affected badly enough to show the pneumonia, look for red pin-point hemorrhages on the surface of the lungs. Each one of these spots represents a place where a worm is in the process of growing. A few days later it will be coughed up into the mouth and re-swallowed. After the worm reaches the intestines it stays there and continues to develop into an adult.